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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out
through ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical
committee has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work.
ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of
electrotechnical standardization.

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives,
Part 2.

The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International
Standards adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting.
Publication as an International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies
casting a vote.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of
patent rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

ISO 11940-2 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 46, Information and documentation.

ISO 11940 consists of the following parts, under the general title Information and documentation —
Transliteration of Thai characters into Latin characters:

— Part 2: Simplified transcription of Thai language

ISO 11940:1998, Information and documentation — Transliteration of Thai, is to be renumbered
ISO 11940-1.

iv © 1SO 2007 — All rights reserved
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Introduction

This part of ISO 11940 provides a specification for the conversion of Thai characters (or the
transliteration of Thai obtained from ISO 11940:1998, written here <between angle brackets>) into
a broad phonetic transcription. The results of the application of the rules of this part of ISO 11940
are written here [in italics between square brackets]. Since some vowels in Thai are written before
the consonant which they follow in speech, text needs to be processed before the conversion takes
place. The preposed vowels - <e>, u- <@&>, 1- <>, 1- <i>, and T- <o> are to be placed after an
initial or an initial cluster so that the phonotactics of the transposition will behave the same way in
the languages that make use of the Latin script. The transcription obtained using this part of ISO
11940 cannot be converted back to the transliteration which usually can be retransliterated to the Thai
characters. Certain Thai words can have more than one reading depending on its meaning in a certain
context. It is best for a transcriber to have a knowledge of the Thai language. The simplified phonetic
transcription system devised here aims to be done automatically by machine with minor assistance of
human beings to select the correct transcription in relation to its meaning provided that pronunciation
rules can be written in computer algorithm. A human decision is needed in instances where a word
has more than one choice of phonetic transcription.

© 1SO 2007 — All rights reserved v
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INTERNATIONAL STANDARD ISO 11940-2:2007(E)

Information and documentation — Transliteration of Thai characters into
Latin characters —

Part 2:
Simplified transcription of Thai language

1 Scope

This part of ISO 11940 includes pronunciation rules and conversion tables of Thai consonants and
vowels. These rules are applied, in order, to each word which can be looked up or compared in the
Dictionary of the Thai Royal Institute or a dictionary of Thai pronunciation. A short-long vowel is
not distinguished in the simplified transcription system. The vowels -1z <e-aa>, -8 <x>, I-¥ <0-a>,
and 1- <o> are represented by a single transcription /o/. The simplified transcription system does not
include the pronunciation of the tone(s) on each word. Whenever the full pronunciation of each word
is necessary or needed, conversion of long vowels can be devised and tone rules can be added to the
system to achieve the full pronunciation of each word.

2 Normative references

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced
document (including any amendments) applies.

ISO 11940:1998, Information and documentation — Transliteration of Thai

3 Terms and definitions
For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply.

3.1
nonseries consonants
liquids, fricatives, and semivowels

3.2
phonotactics
possible sequences of sounds that are acceptable in a particular language

3.3

series consonant

stops, affricates, and nasals which are classified according to their points of articulation, such as series
1 for velars, series 2 for alveopalatals or palatals, series 3 and 4 for dentals or alveolars, series 5 for

bilabials

© ISO 2007 — All rights reserved 1
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34
transcriber
one who does a conversion of Thai characters into Latin characters

4 Symbols

The letter <C> is used to represent a consonant. The apostrophe <’> is used to represent a glottal stop
sound where it physically appears in writing and pronunciation as a syllable initial.

5 Pronunciation rules

5.1 The pronunciation rules specified in this part of ISO 11940 are intended to be applied in
order, before a conversion is made.Conversion tables given in ISO 11940:1998 will not yield correct
pronunciation because pronunciation rules are not incorporated in that scheme. Note that there are
many exceptions in the pronunciation of Thai words where spelling does not conform to pronunciation.
Some words have the same spelling but different pronunciation depending on their meaning, and
some words do not follow the logic of spelling rules in their pronunciation. It is best to consult the
Dictionary of the Royal Institute or other Thai dictionaries for the pronunciation of the words.

5.2 Either 5 <r> or the first 5 <r>, is deleted in nHUIFATH, masm ANa97Q, LNYTA, HUIATN, 939,
mmn Imu 1915, WUNATH, H15A, WHT, IWNATH, ASNEN, Ase, ﬂ':nwﬁ ASINGNIA, A5, AN, Asuz, LATw,
\sug, 1A, TAsas, aaLasa, adas, 859, 8599, 59, 8999, a998, amq a9, 8511880, §9%, 699, SN0,
a9, La59, (a9)1a5ey, (859)ia5e, 130, 13N, wasa, Tasa, las, 18mg, and the second 5 <r> is deleted in
Inse, dsnesa, dsziads, Ushsaun, Usiase, and $9859.

Aadsn <kasrd> Aan <kasd>
Tors3 <osrm> = Toin <osm>

5.3 The preposed vowels I- <e>, u- <&>, 1- <1>, I- <i>, and 1- <o> are transposed after the syllable
initial or the initial cluster before a conversion.

unu <ethn> = nuu <thaen> [thaen]
la <ip> = Ul <pi> [pai]

5.3.1 If the transposed preposed vowel is next to another vowel, a special character, or a consonant
followed by a vowel, it is not further transposed.

Aty <dein> cannot be further transposed.
WL <ha"ng> cannot be further transposed.
ntu <ke’b> cannot be further transposed.
Wl5% <phjrach> cannot be further transposed.

5.3.2 If the transposed preposed vowel is preceded by v <h> and the next character after the vowel
is 9 <ng>, @ <y>, W <n>, § <m>, 8 <y>, 5 <r>, @ <I>, or 3 <w>, it is further transposed one more time

only.
veg <heyng> = vgwa <hyeng>
wlua <hon'ng> = wule <hno'ng>
wlay <hiy*> = eyl <hyr'>

2 - © I1SO 2007 — All rights reserved
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5.3.3 If the transposed preposed vowel is preceded by n <k>, 2 <k>, @ <kh>, @ <k’h>, n <th>, 1
<p>, or W <ph> and the next character is 5 <r>, it is further transposed one more time only.

ﬂT‘§ﬁ <korth> = ﬂiT_ﬁ <kroth> [krot]
ALs9 <kher ng> = A5ty <khre'ng> [khreng]
Wus <phaer > = WSl <phre”> [phrae]

An /a/ is inserted into the three words atnni3n <xeikkerik>, Ui3aey <periyy>, and 1usn <paerk> before
the preposed vowels are further transposed after 5 to become atnnastn <xeikkareik> [ oekkaroek],
tasteey <parelyy> [parian], Yasun <parek> [paraek].

5.3.4 If the transposed preposed vowel is preceded by n <k>, 2 <k>, @ <kh>, U <p>, & <ph>, or W
<ph> and the next character is a <I>, it is further transposed one more time only.

nvdau <kel™xn> = nalaw <kler xn> [kluean]
alag <kolng> = 2819 <klong> [khlong]
Ula <pil’> = Ual<pli*> [plai]

ula <phol’ > = ual<phlo™> [phlo]

5.3.5 If the transposed preposed vowel is preceded by n <k>, 2 <kh>, or @ <kh>, and the next
character is 7 <w>, it is further transposed one more time only.

ﬂLLéxi <kew ng> = ﬂ’JL£ 3 <kwa ' ng> [kwaeng]
7113 <khiw™> = ?nvl,y <khwi™> [khwai]
A9 <khew ' ng> = AL9 <khwe ng> [khweng]

5.3.6 If the transposed preposed vowel is preceded by 9 <k>, 2 <Ch>, o <th>, or & <>, and the next
character is 4 <ng>, ¥ <n>, 4 <M>, 8 <y>, 5 <r>, a <I>, or 7 <w>, an /a/ is inserted before a vowel
and it is further transposed after the next consonant.

A[89 <Cheltyng> Raat 89 <Chaletyng> [chaliang)
aLaa <theling> naaly <thaleing> [thaloeng]
N8N <Sengl'ym> = dadt 8n <Sangel ym> [sangiam)

5.3.7 If the transposed preposed vowel is preceded by n <k>, 2 <kh>, or & <5> and the next character
is not 5 <r>, a <I>, or 7 <w>, an /a/ is inserted before the vowel and it is further transposed after the |
next consonant. :

nLies <kes'Tyr> = nawl 5 <kas’etyr> [kasian]
ans <khemr> = 2anLs <khamer> [khamen]
2uas <khaesr'> Paaus <khaser'> [khasae]
auay <sedng> damus <sadeng> [sadaeng]
auany <Satmp‘> danua] <satemp*‘> [sataem]
auun <sebk> = dauun <Sabek> [sabaek]

5.3.8 Ifthe transposed preposed vowel is preceded by a <t>or n <th>and the next character is a <I>
or 7 <w>, an /a/ is inserted before the vowel and it is further transposed after the next consonant.

© ISO 2007 — All rights reserved 3
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fLag <telng> = maaLy <taleng> [taleng]
NG <tews’> = nait <tawes’> [thawet|

5.3.9 If the transposed preposed vowel is preceded by a <c>, % <ch>, W <ph>, or & <m> and the next
character is ¥ <n>, 5 <r>, or a <I>, an /a/ is inserted before the vowel and it is further transposed after
the next consonant.

38N <cerTyng> = 9asl 8N <carelyng> [cariang]
219 <chelng> Yaaws <chaleng> [chaleng]
Willaa <pheniyd> waut e <phanetyd> [phaniat]
NL@D9 <melixng> Naal 9 <maletxng> [malueang]

5.3.10 If the transposed preposed vowel is preceded by @ <Ch> and the next character is W <ph>, an
/al is inserted before the vowel and it is further transposed after the next consonant.

AWz <chephaa> = Rawe <chapheaa> [chapho]
5.3.11 If the transposed preposed vowel is preceded by u <ph> and its next character is % <ch> a

<d>, n <th>, W <n>, g <y>, or 8 <x>, an /a/ is inserted before the vowel and it is further transposed
after the next consonant.

Nty <phechiy> = Na2t ey <phacheiy> [phachoen]
HLfin <phedim> = Hamty <phadeim> [phadoem)
uln <phith> = nanl <phathi> [phathai)

Wi <phank> = wauwn <phanek> [phanaek]
WLeD <pheyx> = wage <phayex> [phayoe]
HLdeY <phexiy> = waatey <phaxeiy> [pha’oen]

5.3.12 If the transposed preposed vowel is preceded by a <I> and the next character is U <b>, an /a/
is inserted before the vowel and it is further transposed after the next consonant.

atug <lebng> = aavw <labeng> [labeng]
5.4 f <k™>is to be transcribed as /ko/.

5.5 w <h>is deleted when occurring as the first member of the cluster preceding 9 <ng>, gy <n>, 4
<n>, N <m>, g <y>, 5 <r>, a <I>, 7 <w>.

vwaau <hngxn> = 98U <ngxn>
N <hnam> = WM <nam>

— . o 4 < ~ < <
5.6 % <h> in WK, WIRNEUAN, WIHNT, WINHIN, WIRNIEAT, WIRNUNT, WIARLNUNT, WIRLNAIT,
WINRN, NI IRNUALA, WKV, WI%N is deleted.

W%y <phrhm>
W3 N <phrahmn ‘>

WS4 <phrm>
W3 <phramn‘>
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5.7 = <i> or — <u> is deleted when it appears at the end of a word, or before 8 in the following
words: 1556, N3x8n3e, n¥R3e, 0F, 1ne, \iasd, 1nf, Faau1s, aand, $nIwssh, 3193550, Sunueia, :na,
5@, anf, aganaif, suiai, 516, Ui, Ulng, ﬂgum U736, ﬂﬁuasﬂwa Usuililia, ﬂiuﬂqm Uszngf,
5236, Usegh, U3da, Ugh, ﬂ'famﬂTwa Joyaia, ma‘miﬂ WENG, WNAIINGH, NN, W, L‘W‘n’iﬁl MALYIR,
AN, NINITNGR, WY, S1IR, aRNIUR, ITIUNGEH, IR, B, INgA, INK, IUR, NG, 90, JNUR, auTWﬁ,
ANNA, aNyA, aniR, 826, SRiR, are, §36, 11e), aysa, adanIns, anludd, aalk, 87116, 8158,
au®, 9.

5.8 @ <ti>or & <thi> is deleted in the following words: lns&n8, nswadns, uaaadnd, YsNANS, A0,

a a a

INGR, dND, LanaI&aNS.

Q

5.9 @ <x> preceding # <y> in 281, B8N, DEN, agi, and @ <x> following = <@> without being
preceded by t- <e> in the same syllable is deleted.

81N <xyak> = #1n <yak>
{8 <mux> = § <mi>

5.10 If  <t>, @ <t>, or n <th> precedes 5 <r‘>, it is deleted together with 5

B3I <ras’tre> = 97 <ras’>
IUNT <canthr> = U <can>

5.11 Any consonant or consonant with a vowel followed by <> is deleted.

Ann <Saphth‘> = AN <Saph>
ﬁ‘nﬁ <Siththi‘> = &n <sSith>
{ug <phanthu> = WY <phan>

5.12 The arrangement of some Thai consonants into series for spelling of the words of Pali and
Sanskrit origin is as follows:

1. n <k> 2 <kh> A <kh> 2 <kh> 9 <ng>
2. Q9 <c>  <Ch> 2 <ch> a <ch> Y <y>
3. 9 <t> g <th> 7 <th> o <t’h> o <n>
4. M <t> o <th> n <th> 5 <th> U <n>

5. U <p> W <ph> W <ph> N <ph> N <m>

2 <kh> precedes @ <kh> and is considered as a series 1 consonant.

m <k’h> precedes % <kh> and is considered as a series 1 consonant.

7 <s> precedes & <ch> and is considered as a series 2 consonant.

9 <d> precedes ) <t> and is considered as a series 3 consonant.

m <d> precedes » <t> and is considered as a series 4 consonant.

1 <b> precedes 1 <p> and is considered as a series 5 consonant.

8 <x> and & <h> follow W <]> and are considered nonseries consonants,
and nonseries as follows:

8 <y> 3 <r> a<l> 7 <w>
il <5> ¥ <§> & <S> w <h>
W <>

© ISO 2007 — All rights reserved 5
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5.12.1 When & <n> is a syllable-final and is followed by a series or nonseries consonant, it is
geminated and an /a/ is inserted after it.

WsseMeMauwn <phrrnnana> [phannanal
WsseMeMasn® <phrronaray> [phannarai]
geudaia <xunnahis> [ unnahit]

WS5eMuUN <phrrnna>
WS5eWsN® <phrroray>
geuia <xunhis>

Word rhythms always overrule the gemination rule. If the rhythm pattern heavy-weak-heavy occurs
in a three syllable word, the gemination and /a/ insertion will not apply.

v [ unhaphum) not *poueuani
¥ay3 [chonburi] not *yanay3d
3293 [ratburi] not *snyyals

If the rhythm pattern weak-heavy-heavy occurs in the three syllable word, the gemination and /a/
insertion will not apply.

NBANT [phichitman] not *NEARANIT
gn W [suphapchon] not *ENIWNaTU

If the rhythm pattern weak-heavy-weak-heavy occurs in the four syllable word, the gemination and
/a/ insertion will not apply.

AWIIOW/Y3S [suphanburi] not *FWITUMALS
Una/s [pathumthani] not *1 nnnasil
Nudn/ssine [matchimprathet| not *Nrainnalszine
aaN/Anw ["'udomsueksal not *gANNafnE

5.12.2 When u <n> is a syllable-final and is followed by w <n>, it is geminated and an /a/ is inserted
after it.

suil <chnni> = suuall <chnnani> [chonnani]
U <thinnam> NuuanN <thinnanam> [thinnanam]|

5.12.3 When a nonseries consonant is a syllable-final and is followed by a series or a nonseries
consonant, it is geminated and an /a/ is inserted after it.

dgsans <xayyakar> [’aiyakan]
DAFa’s <xassangrr> [‘atsacan]
fanasn <kallaya> [kanlayal]

98Ny <xaykar>
DAYTT <xasngrr>
fag <kalya>

5.12.4 When gy <y> follows a series 2 consonant, that series consonant can optionally be geminated
and an /a/ can be inserted after it. In this case 5y <y> is treated as & <y> (/y/).

2125Y1 <xachya> = aoaeyn <xachchaya> ['archayal
Wey1 <phichya> = Wazaay1 <phichchaya> [phitchayal

6 © 1SO 2007 — All rights reserved
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5.12.5 When a series consonant, except 4 <ng> or ¥ <n>, is a syllable-final and it precedes another
series consonant of different series, or a nonseries consonant, the first series consonant is geminated
and an /a/ is inserted after it.

s#nTa <rachkal> sywania <rachchakal> [ratchakan]
DEYNOl <xaymni> = deysyandl <xayyamnt> [ ‘anyamani]

5.12.6 When a consonant, both series and nonseries, is a syllable-final and is followed by the same
consonant, no gemination will occur.

5.12.7 When & <m> is a syllable-final and it is followed by a series consonant of series 1 to 4 or a
nonseries consonant, except in 8uwgn(#) <xamphvk(3’)> and 8nw1e <xamphat>, it is geminated and
an /a/ is inserted after it.

NN <kamethph> nuNanw <kammaethph> [kammathep]
SN <rmnt> = sNNatl <rmmani> [rommani]

NN <xamphvk> duNawgn <xammaphvk> [’ammaphruek]
BNNWIA <xamphat> dNNaWI®m <xammaphat> [‘ammaphat]

5.13 If a cluster ns <kr>, @5 <tr>, N5 <thr>, or U5 <pr> functions as a syllable-final, 5 <r> is
deleted.

5.14 All tone marks, and special marks except 9] <«> are deleted.

il <> = # <n> [ni]
wlu <ep n> = 1l <pen> [pen]

- 5.15  When n <k>, a <kh>, @ <kh>, @ <c>, n <th>, 5 <th>, 4 <n>, U <b>, 1/ <p>, N <m>, I <W>, &
- <§>, vt <h>, or @ <x> precedes 3C, an /o/ is inserted between it and 5 <r>.

nsol <krni> = nosad <kornit> [korani]

w50l <khrnt> = 20504 <khornt> [khorani]
UsH <brm> = UOSN <borm> [borom]
2918 <xrthay> = B0 <xorthay> [ orathai]

5.16 In the environment C C,V an /a/ is inserted between the two consonants, if C, is not 5 <r>, &
<I>, or 7 <w>.

nosad <korni> = nosaml <korant> [korani]
B0 <xorthay> = posavie <xorthay> [’orathai)
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Table 1 — Consonants

No. Thai character Initial Final
I o <k> (k] [£]
2 |9, 9 <kh, kh> [kh] (k]
3 | @, @, 5 <kh, k’h, kh> [kh] [K]
4 |4 <ng> [ng] [ng]
5 |9<e> [c] [7]
6 |a, e <ch, ch> [ch] none
7 | <ch> [ch] [£]
8 |, @4, a<s,5, 5, 5> [s] 7]
9 |a<y> [yl [n]
10 | 9, @ <d, d> [d] (1]
1 g, 6<t t> 1] (1]
12 |5, 0", a1, 0, v, 5 <th, th, t'h, th, th, th> [th] 7]
13 o, ¥ <n, n> [n] [n]
14 11 <b> [b] [p]
15 |4 <p> [p] [p]
16 | o <ph> [ph] none
17 | ¢l <F> (71 none
18 | w, a <ph, ph> [ph] [p]
19 | W <f> /] [p]
20 | <m> [m] [m]
21 | g <y> [yl (7]
22 |5t <r> [7] [n]
23 | 9%, a1° <v, vi> [rue] none
24 1a,w<l, 1> (/] (1]
25 | q, m <t, ti> [lue] none
26 |77 <w> [w] [o]
27 |u, s <h, h> [/] none
28 |8 <x> [] [o]
29 | 98 <zlz> [la] none
30 |9 <«> Repetition of the preceding syllable or word
1 ¢ is pronounced /d/ in 714&-, MN-, AN, NUNNTIN, NNz, VA, Houfin(g), 1itum, Houme(n), doune(?),
yaumsn, Yunsvad, Joune, Yansn, Aanassn, Aanue, Aunians, AUMIANEN, Ay, AMYINTIN, Naun, yun,
NN, 1AM, LaNT).

2 N5 is pronounced /s/ in the following words N335UNIN, NN, AUUNIN, mﬂum(ﬂ) mLﬂum(ﬂ) mmum(ﬂ)
wmum(ﬂ) mmum(ﬂ) AZUNTT, NT, NIN, NIIA, mw(ﬂ) N9, NN, NIY, NIA, NI, N3IA, WNIA, Tns, Tnsu,
UUNT, wmaum(ﬂ) WNI, AN3, BuUN3, aum(ﬂ)
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/rue/ elsewhere.
6 1)1 is pronounced /ri/ in »§ only.

choose one character to be represented by nil.

without an — before =, & is deleted.

3 wis pronounced /bo/ when preceding 3, except 13a(3), and 1auy3la.
4 55C (preceding a consonant) is pronounced /a/, but 55 without a consonant final is pronounced /an/.
5 f) is pronounced /roe/ in §n(w), /ri/ when occurring after n, &, 1, or before @, 1, &, except WA, i, and

7 qis pronounced /ua/ when functioning as a vowel occurring between two consonants or after a tone mark.

8 8, as an initial of a word, is treated as a vowel carrier and usually appears as nil in most Thai Romanization
system even though 8 exists in writing and contains phonetic features of a glottal stop, /?/. In principle, all
characters present should be transcribed according to their phonetic representation; it is inappropriate to

9 @ following a consonant functions as a vowel and its phonetic representation is /o/. When @ follows an —

Table 2 — Vowels

No. Thai character Transcription
1 |2, 2 novowel,1<a, a, @, a> [a]
2 |, 2, CqAC <awa, —aa, CwC> [ua]
3 <& [am]
4 224, 1> [7]

5 |29, 29 <iw, Tw> [io]
6 |2 Z<y, 0> [ue]
T |-, < <u, 0> [u]
8 |-a, -8 <uy, 0y> [ui]
9 |8 <e—y> [oei]
10 |4, 2, - <e-a, e—", e—> [e]
11 |, 189 <e—w, e—"w> [eo]
12 | —ag, -0, £C <e—xa, e—x, e—iC> [oe]
13 |, -1 <e-a, -aw> [ao]
14 | \2ge, 128 <e-Tya, e-Ty> [ia]
15 |28 <e-Tyw> [iao]
16 |\ 2oy, 1= <e—ixa, e—0x> [ueal
17 | \Za8 <e—Gxy> [ueai]
18 |y, us, u—<ae—a, &, &> [ae]
19 u—, uh <e-w, 2—"w> [aeo]
20 |T-¢, 1=, 112, -8, no interconsonantal vowel <o—a, o—, e-aa, —x, COC> [o]
21 | 1-a, —a8 <o—y, —xy> [oi]
22 11,1, 18, -8 <1, i—, i-y, —wy> [ai]
23 | Qa8 <-ay> [uai]
24 [ o> [ang] or [m]
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