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Foreword
This Published Document reproduces verbatim the International vocabulary of 
terms in legal metrology (VIML) published by OIML. It supersedes PD 6461:1971 
which is withdrawn.

The parts of PD 6461 are published as follows:

— Part 1: Basic and general terms (VIM);
— Part 2: Vocabulary of legal metrology (VLM);
— Part 3: Guide to the expression of uncertainty in measurement (GUM).

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical Committee 
SS/7, General metrology, quantities, units and symbols, which has the 
responsibility to:

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on request 
to its secretary.
The OIML2) Vocabulary of fundamental terms in legal metrology was first 
published, in French only, by the International Bureau of Legal Metrology 
in 1969. This had been approved by the International Conference on Legal 
Metrology which was held in Paris the previous year.

In the decade that has elapsed since the vocabulary was first published, this work 
has proved its utility. It has been translated into several languages and has also 
been used by many national and international institutes as a basis for drawing 
up systems and terms in general or applied metrology.

In 1971 BSI published PD 6461, which consisted of the original text in French 
together with an unofficial English translation presented in parallel. The purpose 
of publishing a translation was to enable the vocabulary to be studied by those 
interested in making use of the various terms and definitions. The aim of the 
translation was to present as faithfully as possible the meaning of the original 
French text in English. Accordingly, English terms were selected to correspond to 
the concepts isolated and defined in the vocabulary.

When OIML announced its intention to produce a bilingual (French/English) 
edition of the vocabulary, BSI were pleased to offer PD 6461 as a basis for the 
English text. At the same time, corrections to the English text were provided by 
the National Physical Laboratory, The Department of Prices and Consumer 
Protection (now the Department of Trade) and members of BSI Subcommittee 
QMS/2/4, Metrology terms.

The International Bureau of Legal Metrology published its first official bilingual 
edition of the OIML Vocabulary in 1978. Two addenda, approved by the 
International Conferences of 1972 and 1976, have been added to 
the 1969 edition. The vocabulary is intended not only for legal metrology 
departments and manufacturers of measuring instruments but also for 
laboratories, factory-inspection departments, standards institutions, universities 
and colleges, etc.

— aid enquirers to understand the text;
— present to the responsible international/European committee any 

enquiries on the interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep the 
UK interests informed;

— monitor related international and European developments and 
promulgate them in the UK.

2) International Organization of Legal Metrology.
© BSI 13 June 2003
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For the sake of continuity, BSI Subcommittee QMS/2/4 decided that 
the 1978 edition of the OIML Vocabulary should be published as a revision of 
PD 6461. This action was subsequently endorsed by the Coordinating and 
Advisory Committee QMS/2. It is emphasized that the vocabulary does not have 
the status of a British Standard. However, definitions of fundamental terms 
applicable to all aspects of metrology are contained in BS 5233 “Glossary of terms 
used in metrology”. For national purposes, where the definition of a term given 
in PD 6461 is different from that given in BS 5233, the definition given in the 
latter should prevail.

The first revision of PD 6461 superseded the 1971 edition which was withdrawn.

As a result of the preparation in 1985 of PD 6461-1, “Vocabulary of metrology — 
Part 1: Basic and general terms (international)”, the last revision (1980) of 
PD 6461 was subsequently renumbered as PD 6461-2, both documents being 
identical. For historical reasons, PD 6461-2 currently contains many basic 
metrological terms in addition to those of mainly legal application. Where any 
conflict exists between the definitions in Part 2 and those in Part 1 (i.e. from 
VIM) the latter should be regarded as authoritative. When OIML revises the 
vocabulary of legal metrology a new edition of PD 6461-2 will be published.

Terminology and conventions. In order to expedite publication and for ease 
of reproduction, the text of the OIML Vocabulary has been used as the basis of 
this Published Document. The original OIML Vocabulary page numbering has 
been retained.

Cross-references

The British Standards which implement international or European publications 
referred to in this document may be found in the BSI Catalogue under the section 
entitled “International Standards Correspondence Index”, or by using the 
“Search” facility of the BSI Electronic Catalogue or of British Standards Online.

This publication does not puport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.

Compliance with a Published Document does not of itself confer 
immunity from legal obligations.

Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i to vi, 
pages 1 to 180, an inside back cover and a back cover.

The BSI copyright notice displayed in this document indicates when the 
document was last issued.
iii
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VOCABULAIRE DE MÉTROLOGIE LÉGALE

Texte officiel français
Le présent texte français intégré du Vocabulaire comprend l’édition de 1969 de la 
Recommandation sanctionnée par la 3e Conférence Internationale de Métrologie 
Légale, à laquelle les deux Addenda sanctionnés par les 4e et 5e Conférences ont 
été ajoutés.

A l’exception de quelques corrections et de l’inclusion des deux addenda               
sus-mentionnés, aucune modification par rapport à l’édition de 1969 n’a été 
apportée.

VOCABULARY OF LEGAL METROLOGY

Official French text

This integrated French text of the Vocabulary consists of the 1969 edition of the 
Recommendation sanctioned by the 3rd International Conference of Legal 
Metrology, to which the two Addenda sanctioned by the 4th and 5th Conferences 
have been added.

With the exception of some corrections, and inclusion of the two Addenda 
mentioned above, no modification has been made compared with the edition 
of 1969.
© BSI 13 June 2003
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