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Foreword

This European Standard has been prepared by 
CENELEC Technical Committee 17X. 
Control switch contacts may be given a distinctive 
number and terminal marking in accordance with 
the General rules, EN 50005. On this basis, it is 
desirable to lay down more detailed rules for 
particular control switches, such as those defined in 
clause 1.
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1 Scope
This standard applies to control switches according to IEC Standard 337-1, with two definite positions 
(such as push-buttons, limit-switches and similar devices), irrespective of their construction, having 
terminal marking in accordance with the corresponding marking of contactor relays designated by the 
distinctive letter E (see EN 50011).
The use of this standard is recommended where terminal marking is a requirement of the relevant 
standard for control switches, or is usual practice.

2 Terminal marking rule
The contact terminal marking of a control switch is formed, in principle, by two figures.
2.1 Function number. The unit number is a function number, i.e.

1 – 2 for break-contacts;
3 – 4 for make-contacts;
1 – 2 – 4 for change-over contacts.

2.2 Sequence number. The figure of the tens is a continuous sequence number beginning with 1 (except 
for control switches designated 01), independently of the contact function.
The terminals belonging to the same contacts are marked with the same sequence number.
The sequence number may be omitted from the terminal marking only if additional information provided 
by the manufacturer or the user clearly gives such number.
NOTE The dots before the function shown in the above examples are used merely to show the relationship, and do not need to be 
used in practice.

3 Distinctive number
The quantity and type of the contact elements of a control switch according to this standard are indicated 
by a distinctive number.
In accordance with EN 50005, clause 6, the first figure of the distinctive number gives the quantity of 
make-contact elements the second one the quantity of break-contact elements. The third one, if any, gives 
the quantity of change-over contact elements in the control switch.

4 Terminal numbering sequence
For control switches having the same distinctive number, the terminal marking is specified according 
to Table 1.
The position of the contact elements on the control switch may not correspond to that shown on the diagram 
of Table 1.
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Table 1 — Diagrams of control switches
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National appendix A

The United Kingdom participation in the preparation of this European Standard came under the direction 
of the Power Electrical Engineering Standards Committee of BSI. The committee consists of 
representatives from the following Government departments and scientific and industrial organizations:

Associated Offices Technical Committee
Association of Short Circuit Testing Authorities*
British Electrical and Allied Manufacturers’ Association (BEAMA)
British Railways Board
British Steel Corporation
Department of Energy (Electricity)
Electrical Contractors’ Association*
Electrical Contractors’ Association of Scotland
Electrical Research Association*
Electricity Supply Industry in England and Wales*
Engineering Equipment Users’ Association*
Institution of Electrical Engineers*
Ministry of Defence*
National Coal Board*
Trades Union Congress

The organizations marked with an asterisk in the above list, together with the following, were directly 
represented on the committee involved with the work on this standard:

Association of Control Manufacturers (BEAMA)
Association of Supervisory and Executive Engineers
Control and Automation Manufacturers’ Association (BEAMA)
Copper Development Association
Department of the Environment (PSA)
Electrical Installation Equipment Manufacturers’ Association (BEAMA)
Electronic Components Industry Federation
Health and Safety Executive
The Transmission & Distribution Association (BEAMA)

National appendix B

With reference to the Foreword and clause 3, EN 50005 has been published as BS 5472 “Low voltage 
switchgear and controlgear for industrial use. Terminal marking and distinctive number. General rules”.
With reference to clause 1, EN 50011 has been published as BS 5583 “Low voltage switchgear and 
controlgear for industrial use. Terminal marking, distinctive number and distinctive letter for particular 
contactor relays”.
With reference to clause 1, Part 1 “General requirements” of BS 4794 “Control switches” is technically 
equivalent to IEC 337-1.
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British Standards are updated by amendment or revision. Users of 
British Standards should make sure that they possess the latest amendments or 
editions.

It is the constant aim of BSI to improve the quality of our products and services. 
We would be grateful if anyone finding an inaccuracy or ambiguity while using 
this British Standard would inform the Secretary of the technical committee 
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Copyright

Copyright subsists in all BSI publications. BSI also holds the copyright, in the 
UK, of the publications of the international standardization bodies. Except as 
permitted under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 no extract may be 
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any 
means – electronic, photocopying, recording or otherwise – without prior written 
permission from BSI.
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