\

BRITISH STANDARD

Specification for

Fire safety features of
camping tents, awnings, trailer
tents and caravan awnings

1CS 97.200.30

NO COPYING WITHOUT BSI PERMISSION EXCEPT AS PERMITTED BY COPYRIGHT LAW
L

Copyright British Standards Institution
Provided by IHS under license with BSI
No ion or i without license from iHS Not for Ressie .

BS 5576 : 1998

i
i




BS 5576 : 1998

Committees responsible for this
British Standard

The preparation of this British Standard was entrusted to Technical Committee
TCI/68, Industrial textiles, upon which the following bodies were represented:

Agricultural Engineers Association

Anglo-Scottish Fish Producers’ Organization Ltd.

British Apparel and Textile Confederation

British Polyolefin Textiles Association

Camping and Caravanning Club Ltd.

Camping and Outdoor Leisure Association
Confederation of British Wool Textiles Limited
Consumer Policy Committee of BSI

Department of Trade and Industry

Federation of Wire Rope Manufacturers of Great Britain
Home Office

Institute of Trading Standards Administration
Institution of Fire Engineers

Made-up Textiles Association

Oldham and Rochdale Textile Employers’ Association
Road Haulage Association Ltd.

SATRA Technology Centre

Scottish Net Manufacturers Association

Scottish Office-environment Agriculture and Fisheries for Scotland
Textile Finishers’ Association

The following bodies were also represented in the drafting of the standard, through
subcommittees and panels:

Caravan Club
Chemical Industries Association
Department of Trade and Industry (Consumer Safety Unit, CA Division)

Ministry of Defence
National Caravan Council Limited

This British Standard, having
been prepared under the
direction of the Sector Board for
Materials and Chemicals, was
published under the authority of
the Standards Board and comes
into effect on

15 March 1998

© BSI 1998 Amendments issued since publication
First published May 1978 Amd. No. Date Text affected
Second edition August 1985

The following BSI references

relate to the work on this
standard:
Committee reference TCI/68

Draft for comment 97/121606 DC

ISBN 0 580 28983 4

Copyright British Standards institution
Provided by IHS under license with BSI
No ion or i itted without license from IHS Not for Resale




BS 5576 : 1998

o ——

Contents
Page

Committees responsible Inside front cover

Foreword ii

Specification

1 Scope 1

2 Normative references 1

3 Terms and definitions 1

4  Fabrics 1

5 Means of escape 1

6 Adpvice to occupiers 1

7  Marking 2

Table

1  Minimum dimensions of notices and markings 2

Figure

1 Wording and layout of advice to occupiers notice 2

List of references Inside back cover
Pracd oy I8 nder soonte win 51 1998 i
No ion or i without ficense from IHS Not for Resale




BS 5576 : 1998

Foreword

This British Standard has been prepared by Technical Committee TCI/68. It supersedes
BS 5676 : 1985, which is withdrawn.

This British Standard specifies requirements for the fire safety of camping tents,
awnings, trailer tents and caravan awnings. Tent fires are rare, but when they do occur,
they can be serious and some have resulted in fatalities. This revision states
flammability requirements for cooking areas and provides for clear safety advice to be
permanently attached in a position where it can be easily seen by users. This advice
now requires manufacturers who have included fire-retardant materials in tent
construction to declare the class achieved, based on the classification system in

BS 6341 : 1983.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii,
pages 1 and 2, an inside back cover and a back cover.
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Specification

1 Scope

This British Standard specifies requirements for fire
safety features in relation to materials used,
provision of means of escape from and advice to
users of camping tents, awnings, trailer tents and
caravan awnings. The requirements apply to all
camping tents, awnings, trailer tents and caravan
awnings intended for temporary or seasonal
occupation, but do not apply to marquees.

2 Normative references

This British Standard incorporates, by dated or
undated reference, provisions from other
publications. These normative references are made
at the appropriate places in the text and the cited
publications are listed on the inside back cover. For
dated references, only the edition cited applies; any
subsequent amendments to or revisions of the
publications apply to this British Standard only when
incorporated in the reference by amendment or
revision. For undated references, the latest edition of
the cited publication applies, together with any
amendments.

3 Terms and definitions

For the purposes of this British Standard, the
following terms and definitions apply.

3.1 leisure accommodation unit (LAU)

Unit of living accommodation designed for
temporary or seasonal occupation.

3.2 camping tent

LAU designed for overnight accommodation and
comprising a collapsible framed or supported
weather-resistant structure made from fabric
materials.

3.3 marquee

LAU not designed for overnight accommodation and
comprising a collapsible framed or supported
weather-resistant structure made from fabric
materials.

3.4 awning

Collapsible framed or supported weather-resistant
structure that is used with an LAU to extend its
living area.

3.5 trailer tent (including a folding camper)

LAU comprising a collapsible framed or supported
weather-resistant structure incorporating fabric
materials mounted on a trailer which may or may
not be designed to meet the requirements for the
construction and use of road vehicles.

3.6 caravan awning
Awning designed for use with a caravan.

4 Fabrics

The walls, roof and all other materials of a
specifically designated cooking area shall be of
flame-retardant material conforming to grade 5 of
BS 6341.

NOTE. Flammability performance for fabrics used in camping

tents, awnings, trailer tents and caravan awnings is described by
grades 5 to 7 of BS 6341.

5 Means of escape

5.1 Exits for large tents of more than four berths
shall provide an exit of minimum width 0.5 m and
minimum area 0.9 m2. For small tents, the area of
exits shall be not less than 0.25 m? with a minimum
dimension in any one direction of 0.45 m.

5.2 Tents, awnings, trailer tents and caravan
awnings having a total internal floor area of 12 m2 or
more shall have at least two exits. Exits shall be not
less than 2.5 m apart.

5.3 Where more than one exit is provided, the exits
which are not intended as openings for normal
access to the tents may be in the form of slide
fasteners, rip-cords or similar arrangements intended
only to be used in cases of emergency.

5.4 All slide fasteners and similar devices used for
exits (and also any openings into inner tents) shall
be fitted in such a way that a puller is located at the
bottom of the exit when closed to allow rapid exit in
an emergency. This puller shall be double sided, i.e.
capable of being operated from both sides of the exit
when closed, shall be constructed so that it can be
gripped and shall have a coloured handle or other
means to enable it to be located.

5.5 Exits both for normal and secondary emergency
use shall be clearly identified by some form of
marking, e.g. a coloured panel, coloured slide
fasteners, rogue yarns or banding.

NOTE. Attention should be paid to the ready identification of the

method of opening the exit as well as to the method of operation
of the fastener.

5.6 A permanent sewn-in label shall be attached in
a prominent position in each sleeping compartment.
The label shall carry the words ‘KEEP EXITS
CLEAR’.

6 Advice to occupiers

A permanent, legible notice giving simple fire
prevention advice shall be attached in a position
where it can be easily and readily seen. This applies
irrespective of the grade of fabric used, i.e. to both
flame resistant and non-flame resistant types.

The wording and layout of the notice shall be as
given in figure 1.
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BSI
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BSI — British Standards Institution

BSlI is the independent national body responsible for preparing British Standards. It
presents the UK view on standards in Europe and at the international level. It is
incorporated by Royal Charter.

Revisions

British Standards are updated by amendment or revision. Users of British Standards
should make sure that they possess the latest amendments or editions.

1t is the constant aim of BSI to improve the quality of our products and services. We
would be grateful if anyone finding an inaccuracy or ambiguity while using this
British Standard would inform the Secretary of the technical committee responsible,
the identity of which can be found on the inside front cover. Tel: 020 8996 9000.

Fax: 020 8996 7400.

BSI offers members an individual updating service called PLUS which ensures that
subscribers automatically receive the latest editions of standards.

Buying standards

Orders for all BSI, international and foreign standards publications should be
addressed to Customer Services. Tel: 020 8996 9001. Fax: 020 8996 7001.

In response to orders for international standards, it is BSI policy to supply the BSI
implementation of those that have been published as British Standards, unless
otherwise requested.

Information on standards

BSI provides a wide range of information on national, European and international
standards through its Library and its Technical Help to Exporters Service. Various
BSI electronic information services are also available which give details on all its
products and services. Contact the Information Centre. Tel: 020 8996 7111.

Fax: 020 8996 7048.

Subscribing members of BSI are kept up to date with standards developments and
receive substantial discounts on the purchase price of standards. For details of
these and other benefits contact Membership Administration. Tel: 020 8996 7002.
Fax: 020 8996 7001.

Copyright

Copyright subsists in all BSI publications. BSI also holds the copyright, in the UK, of
the publications of the international standardization bodies. Except as permitted
under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 no extract may be reproduced,
stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means - electronic,
photocopying, recording or otherwise ~ without prior written permission from BSL

This does not preclude the free use, in the course of implementing the standard, of
necessary details such as symbols, and size, type or grade designations. If these
details are to be used for any other purpose than implementation then the prior
written permission of BSI must be obtained.

If permission is granted, the terms may include royalty payments or a licensing
agreement. Details and advice can be obtained from the Copyright Manager.
Tel: 020 8996 7070.
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