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Cooperating organizations

The Sanitary Appliances Standards Committee, under whose direction this 
British Standard was prepared, consists of representatives from the following 
Government departments and scientific and industrial organizations:

Bath Manufacturers’ Co-ordinating Committee
Chartered Institution of Building Services
Council of British Ceramic Sanitaryware Manufacturers*
Department of the Environment
Department of the Environment, Building Research Establishment*
Department of the Environment, Housing and Construction*
Department of the Environment, Property Services’ Agency*
Environmental Health Officers’ Association*
Greater London Council
Institute of Plumbing*
Institution of Municipal Engineers*
Institution of Public Health Engineers*
Metal Sink Manufacturers’ Association*
Ministry of Defence
National Brassfoundry Association*
National Federation of Builders’ and Plumbers’ Merchants*
National Water Council*
Royal Institute of British Architects
Royal Institute of Public Health and Hygiene
Royal Society of Health
Water Companies Association

The organizations marked with an asterisk in the above list, together with the 
following, were directly represented on the committee entrusted with the 
preparation of this British Standard:

British Bath Manufacturers’ Association
British Ceramic Research Association
British Ironfounders’ Association
British Plastics Federation
British Woodwork Manufacturers’ Association
Consumer Standards Advisory Committee of BSI
Good Housekeeping Institute
Institution of Water Engineers and Scientists
Modular Society Limited
National Association of Plumbing, Heating and Mechanical Services Contractors
Plastic Bath Manufacturers’ Association
South London Consortium
Individual manufacturer
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Foreword

This Part of this British Standard has been prepared under the direction of the 
Sanitary Appliances Standards Committee in order to supplement the following 
standards.
BS 5506, Wash basins — Part 1: [EN 31] Pedestal wash basins. Connecting 
dimensions. 
BS 5506, Wash basins — Part 2: [EN 32] Wall hung wash basins. Connecting 
dimensions. 
Wash basins with two tap holes are covered in BS 1188 “Ceramic wash basins and 
pedestals”.
A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, 
pages 1 and 2, an inside back cover and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on the 
inside front cover.
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Section 1. General

1 Scope
This Part of this British Standard specifies 
materials, quality, design and construction of wall 
hung and pedestal wash basins with one or three 
tap holes in the tap platform with or without an 
overflow and/or a chain stay hole, and.

2 References
The titles of the publications referred to in this Part 
of this standard are listed on the inside back cover.

3 Marking
Wash basins manufactured to the requirements of 
this standard shall be permanently marked with the 
following information.

a) The manufacturer’s name or identification 
mark.
b) The number of this British Standard, 
i.e., BS 5506-3.
c) Either [EN 31] or [EN 32] as appropriate.

4 Inspection
The purchaser or his representative shall, if 
required, be granted facilities for the purpose of 
carrying out inspection prior to delivery.

5 Rejection
The purchaser shall have the option of rejecting any 
wash basin purporting to meet the requirements of 
this standard if it fails to meet any of the 
requirements laid down therein. Minor 
imperfections which do not affect the appearance or 
efficiency of the article shall not constitute valid 
reasons for rejection.

Section 2. Materials and quality

6 Materials
Wash basins shall be manufactured from the 
following materials.

a) Vitreous china
NOTE Other materials may be considered at a later date.

7 Quality
The quality of materials shall be as follows,

a) Vitreous china. Vitreous china shall comply 
with the requirements of BS 3402.

NOTE If other materials are considered, requirements for 
quality will be added at a later date.

Section 3. Dimensions, design and 
construction

8 Dimensions
Wash basins shall comply with the connecting 
dimensions given in BS 5506-1 [EN 31] or
BS 5506-2 [EN 32], as appropriate.

9 Platform for supply fittings
The level of the top of the platform which 
accommodates the supply fittings shall not be 
below the spill over level of the basin irrespective 
of the position of the overflow.

10 Overflow
Wash basins shall be supplied in either of the 
following conditions:

a) the basin shall be supplied without an 
overflow; or
b) the basin shall be supplied with an overflow 
having an operative area of not less 
than 600 mm2 with a minimum vertical height 
of 15 mm. It shall be located completely below 
the spillover of the basin.

NOTE Unless otherwise specified by the purchaser at the time 
of enquiry or order the basin will be supplied with an overflow.

11 Pedestals
Pedestals for wash basins shall comply with the 
following requirements.

a) They shall be recessed at the back to take 
supply and waste pipes and fittings.
b) They shall rigidly and adequately support the 
wash basin.
c) The combined height of wash basin and 
pedestal shall be 800 mm ± 2 % measured from 
the top of the rim at the front of the basin to the 
floor level.

12 Soap sinking(s)
Any soap sinking(s) shall adequately drain into the 
bowl and not into the overflow.

13 Chain stay hole
Wash basins shall be supplied in either of the 
following conditions:

a) the basin shall not have a chain stay hole; or
b) the basin shall have a chain stay hole 
of 8 ± 1 mm in diameter located as high as is 
practicable within the bowl. If an overflow is 
provided, the chain stay hole shall be located 
above the level of the top of the overflow.

NOTE Unless otherwise specified by the purchaser at the time 
of enquiry or order the basin will be supplied with a chain stay 
hole.
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Publications referred to

BS 1188, Ceramic wash basins and pedestals. 
BS 3402, Quality of vitreous china sanitary appliances. 
BS 5506, Wash basins. 
BS 5506-1, Pedestal wash basins. Connecting dimensions. 
BS 5506-2, Wall hung wash basins. Connecting dimensions. 
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BSI — British Standards Institution
BSI is the independent national body responsible for preparing 
British Standards. It presents the UK view on standards in Europe and at the 
international level. It is incorporated by Royal Charter.

Revisions

British Standards are updated by amendment or revision. Users of 
British Standards should make sure that they possess the latest amendments or 
editions.

It is the constant aim of BSI to improve the quality of our products and services. 
We would be grateful if anyone finding an inaccuracy or ambiguity while using 
this British Standard would inform the Secretary of the technical committee 
responsible, the identity of which can be found on the inside front cover. 
Tel: 020 8996 9000. Fax: 020 8996 7400.

BSI offers members an individual updating service called PLUS which ensures 
that subscribers automatically receive the latest editions of standards.

Buying standards

Orders for all BSI, international and foreign standards publications should be 
addressed to Customer Services. Tel: 020 8996 9001. Fax: 020 8996 7001.

In response to orders for international standards, it is BSI policy to supply the 
BSI implementation of those that have been published as British Standards, 
unless otherwise requested.

Information on standards

BSI provides a wide range of information on national, European and 
international standards through its Library and its Technical Help to Exporters 
Service. Various BSI electronic information services are also available which give 
details on all its products and services. Contact the Information Centre. 
Tel: 020 8996 7111. Fax: 020 8996 7048.

Subscribing members of BSI are kept up to date with standards developments 
and receive substantial discounts on the purchase price of standards. For details 
of these and other benefits contact Membership Administration. 
Tel: 020 8996 7002. Fax: 020 8996 7001.

Copyright

Copyright subsists in all BSI publications. BSI also holds the copyright, in the 
UK, of the publications of the international standardization bodies. Except as 
permitted under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 no extract may be 
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any 
means – electronic, photocopying, recording or otherwise – without prior written 
permission from BSI.

This does not preclude the free use, in the course of implementing the standard, 
of necessary details such as symbols, and size, type or grade designations. If these 
details are to be used for any other purpose than implementation then the prior 
written permission of BSI must be obtained.

If permission is granted, the terms may include royalty payments or a licensing 
agreement. Details and advice can be obtained from the Copyright Manager. 
Tel: 020 8996 7070.


