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British Standard

of textile floor coverings

Recommandations pour I'étiquetage Vinfori'natif des revétements de sol textiles

Empfehlungen fir die informatorische Kennzeichnung von textilen Fujlbodenbelagen

Foreword
This Brnsh Standard has been prepared under the

_direction of the Textile Products Standarda Commutee-{t-—

is the second revision of the standard tirst published in
1963 and revised in 1974, - - ;

The variety in appearance, fibre type, quality and price
ranges that 18 now available has meant that consumers .
often have considerable difficutty in choosing a texule
floor covering, and the information to be given as
recommendsad in this standard shouid help them to
distinguish between products that may appear identical,
In order that the consumer may be given the information
raquired, it 1s essenual that the correct particuiars should
be fumished imually by manufacturers and subsaquently
convayed in tull at all succeeding stages of distnbution. All
concerns mtending to comply with this standard will
therefora be obliged to ensure that the informauon 1s
provided as recommended by the standard when goods
are recewved or despatched.

The indication of pile or usa-surface fibre content has to
comply with Statutory tnstrument 2124, The Textila

British Standards Institution :

Praducts {Indications of Fibra Content) Regulations 197

-All the information given on this subjectn this standard is
--compatible with the Statutory lInstrument.

" Naw recommendations in this edition of the standard are
T . those for indicating performance when subjected to a
smail source of ignition and for indicating the .,

manufacturer's recommanded end use.

An equivalent iSO standard on consumer information
labelling has not yet been published due to lack of
agreement in the important areas of lammability testing
and the use of grading schemes.

This standard does not apply to textile flnor-covering tila
because of their specialized dimensional requirements.

The commiittee responsible for this British Standard
recognizes that some definition of quality, including
appearance retention and behaviour in wear, and more
specific recommendations conceming end-use suitabili '
would greatly enhance its value to cansumers. The 1SO
sub-committes responsible for standards for textile floo
coverings is actively considering these aspects. v
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- 1, Scope

This Britsh Standard prowides recommendations for the _;-
...BS 4805. R

labetiing uf textle floor covennys having an area of one
square metre ar more. It recommunds the informaton to

be provided, and indicates the tarms m which this should

be expressed and the muans by winch it should be
conveyed. It 1S apphicabie to all types of textle floor
covanng except tor texnle floor-covenng ties.

2. References
The tities of the standards publications referred to in this
standard ara hsted on the inside back cover.

3. General labelling recommendations
3.1 Textile floor covenngs labeiled in accordance with this
British Standard should bear 3 tabel indicating:

{a) the dimensions of the product, in accordance with
. 41,

{b} the nature of the construction, in accordance with
4.2,

 {c) the fibre content of the pile or use surface, in
accordance.with 4.3,

{d) pertormance when subjecied to a small source of
ignition, in accordance with 4.4,

{e) instructions for laying, in accordance with 4. 5
{f} instructions for cleaning, in accordance with 4.8,

(g} manufacturer's recommended end use, or
i instructions on how to obtain this information, in
! accordance with 4.7.

3.2 These particuiars should be foliowed by the statement
“This informauon fulfiis the recommendations of
BS 3655". ,

3.3 The ivformanaon on the label should be contaned in a
clearly debneatued area, and should be presented in
lettering of adeguate size and colour-fastness in the order
givenin 3.1, The label should be firmiy attached to each
unit of the product soid; iy the case of texuie tloor covenng
cut to length by tha ratailer, the iformaton should be
agiven on the bill of sale supplied to the purchaser.

3.4 it any mformation othar than that recommended by
this British Standard is provided on the sama label, this
shouid be given well outside the prescribed area and the
wording given in 3.2 should be suitably modified to show
that the statement relates only to the information
recammanded by 3.1.

4. Details of recommendations
4.1 Dimunsions

4.1.1 Textde tloor coverings sold as squares and rugs. The
length and wlth of thae product, together with the
tolerange ot 1 1 25 "%, shouhd bhe stated i matnc units,
This apphes also to carpet pieces or textile floor coverings
with bound aad/or tringed ends not specifically bought as
a close-htted carpet, where the dimensions stated should
not include the ienyth ot the fringe.

NQOTE. Failura to qualily @ slateinent of length or width with a
tolersncd could resaltan an oltence of shurt measure of the textile
thoor cuvenng s less than the stataed dinensions,

4.1.2 Textile floor coverings sold as prece. Tha width only,
tegether wath the tolerance of + 1.25 %, should be s1ated
in metric units. See note 10 4.1.1,

sgw\oes

A3 Testmethod. Length and width shouldbe . .. .

determined in accordanca w:th the method gven In :

4.2 Naturs of the conltruction The type ot construction

shouid be described in accordance with the terms givenin -

85 b5667. Typical examptes are:
Axmunster
Wilton
tufted
fibre-bonded
knitted

- hand-knotted
machine-knotted

4.3 Fibre content )
4.3.1 Statement of fibre conrenf‘ S s

4.3.1.1 The statement of fibre content of the Bile or
use-surface shail be in accordance with Statutory
Instrument 2124, The Textile Products (Indications of
Fibre Content] Regulations 197 3. All information given
in 4.3.1 complies with these Reguiations.

4.3.1.2 information concerning percentage fibre contant
should be clearly related to pile yam or use-surface
matenal only, by the terms of the description, and should
ba in letters and numerals of approximately equal size and-
prominenca.

4.3.1,3 When the mixture is unknown, and when difficuity.
is experienced with the determination of fibre content, the
expressions mued hbres or unspecrhed composmon

may beused..

4.3.14 The coment of the p:ie yam or use-surface should -
be described by naming the textile fibre from which it is
made. If more than one kind of textila fibre is present they
shouid all be named in order of their predominance by
mass, and the amount of each fibra present should be
indicated as a percentagae af tha totat tibra content of the
pile yarn or use-surface matarial.

4.3.1.6 Man-made fibres should be duscnbed by thew
guneric names according to 85 4815 and additionally
thay may be described by the brand name under which
they are sold by their respective producers. When a brand
namae 15 used, care should be taken to respecrt the rights of
tha owner.

4.3.1.8 Ail percentages given in accordance with4.3.1.4 -
are subject to a tolerance of + 3 % of the total fibre
contant of the pile yam or use-surface material.

4.3.1.7 A description of pile yarn or usa-surface material
that raters 1o one fibra only. accompaniaed by the word "all’
or the phrase ‘10 ', denotes that the material so
described contams no texula fibre other than that named.

4.3.1.8 A description of pile yarm ar use-surface material
that refers to one fibre only, unaccompan:ed by the word
‘all’ gr any other quantitative term, denotes that the
matenasl so described comans no textis fibre othar than
that named, subject to an allowance of not more than 7 %
of textila material to provide a decorative dasign or a
wvisual effect, or to facilitate manufacturing processaes, or
te modhfy the properties of the product.

4.3.1.9 In calculating percentages in accordance

with 4.3.1.4 10 4.3.1.8, any inadvertent impurities present.
up to @ maximum of 3 % of the totai fibra content may be
ignorad, in addition to those allowances already stated.

i
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' 432 Sampling and testing ——

4.3.2.1 For the datermination of the compaosition of lhe o
pila yam or usa-surface of the product, obtan a sample by _

s S50 . 0/?/ G/

ramaoving a stnp axtending across the width, the strip |
henigg af such sizn that its total area is 1 m?. Remove pile

“yarm o1 use surface fihres'by random selection to provide

a composite sample of at least 5 g in mass. Obtain this
sample in such a manner that any possibility of inclusion
of extraneous matter from the backing or substrate
compositions 1s avoided.

NOTE For fibre-bonder textie floor caverings, whan tasting
products back coatad with PVC or bitumen, the ramoval of
use-surface ibres can be faciitated by stnpping off the backing
as a sohid layer Dhficulties may be encountered with certain
products treated with latices that permeate the fibres and do not
form a discrete layer. In these cases the label shouid be n
accordance with the descriptionin 4.3.1.3.

4.3.2 2 Select from the composite sample three test
specimens, each of mass 1 g, for analysis, and determine
the fibre content in accordance with BS 4407 whan
appropriate. Take the mean of the determinations on
these three specimens as the percentage fibre
composition,

4.3.2.3 All references in this standard to the percentage
fibre content of the pile yarn or use-surface matenai mean
percentage by mass, caicuiated from the mass of
matarials when in standard conditions, namaly, their

BS 3655 : 1981

4/44 i

- ;—ovon-drv mase plus the rscommanded allowance as  *

-_speciliedinBS 4784, = - S

‘44 Paffnrmmcn whon aub;-ctcd toa amnll source of
ignition. The parformance whaen subjactad to a sma!l
source of ignition should be reportad in accordance with

the reqquirements of BS 5287 using tha tast methWr
givenin BS 4790. ‘

- 4.5 Instructions for laying. Whers a particular method of

laying is required, this should be stated on the labei and, ,
whaere necessary, reterence should be made to any 5
manufacturer's leaflets or instructions, and to BS $325.;
4.8 Instructions for cleaning. One of the foliowing I
directions, or comparable instructions, should be given. -

{a) ‘Expert cleaning recornmendad‘

(b} ‘Use proprietary carpet cleaneras instructed by lts
manufacturer”; §

{c) ‘Use a shampoo formutated according to BS 4088";.

4.7 Manufacturer’s recommended end use. A nationaliy
or internationally recognized system, or the o i
manufacturer's own indication, would be satlsfactory In|
the absence of these, instructions should be provided on;
the label an how to abtain such information, for example!
by referring to leaflets or by consuitation with the retailer
or supplier . i

Standards publications referred to

BS 4048 Carpat shampoos '

854407 Mearhacds of test. Quantitative anatyss of fibre mixtures

854784 Meathad for the determination of corract m\)otr.n mass {waeight} of textiles

A5 4790 Datarmination of tha effects of a amall source of ignition on textile floor coverings (hot matal nut mavhoxi)
A% 4804 Muthead for the determmanan of the imensions of rectangular textite floor coverings

BS 1815 Nivssary of genaric names for man-madas fibras

BS 5287 Assessmaeant and labelling of textile finor covarings tasted to 85 4790

BS 5325 Cocta ot practce for the installation of taxnla floor coverings

B8S 5557

Textila floar covarings: classificauon and tarminalogy

For information about BS) services relating to third party centification to suitable British Standard product specificatior
schemes for the reqistration of firms of assessed capability, testing and inspection facilities and Technical Heip to Exporte:
please contact the Director, BSI, Maylands Avenue, Hemel Hempstead, Herts HP2 45Q. Tel. Hemel Hempstead 3111,
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This British Standard, having been prapared under the diraction
of the Textile Products Standards Committes, was published
under the authonty of the Executive Board and comes into effect

on J1 March 1981,

% British Srandards Institution, 1981
First pubhshed August 1963 ST

First revision March 1974

Second revision March 1981
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British Standards Institution
Incorporated by Raoyal Chartar, BS| is the independent national
body for the preparation of British Standards. 1tis the UK
membar of the Internatronal Orgamization for Standardization
and UK sponsor of the British Nauonai Committee of the
Intemational Electrotechmical Commussion.

Copyright

Usars of Bnntsh Standards ara remindad that copyright subsists
in all 8S1 publicauons. No part of this publicatuon may be

reproduced in any torm without the pror permissian got -
F!SI. This dpumt preciude the fres-use, in the course o\;w:nng o
implemanting the standard, of nacessary details such as 5ymboll“
and size, type or grade designiations. £ nquities shouid be ’
addressad ta the Publications Manager, 101 Pentonwile Road, -~ -
London N1 IND (Telephone 0t-837 8801, Telex 23218)

Revision of British Standards e T
Anush Standards are revizad, when necessary, by the sue mthar - -
of amandmant shps or of revised sditions It s important that

users of British Standarde should asaertain thal they sie in
possession of the latest amendments or sditions. Inhinmanon

on ail BSi publications 1s in the 8S Yearhook, supplemented sach
month by 85/ News which is avaitable 10 subscribing members of

tha Institution and gives details of new publications, revisions,
smendments and withdrawn standards.

Tha fallowing BS] references relate to the work on this starfdard:
Commuttee reference TPT/7 Draftfor comment 79/36179 DC

(" ooperating organizations .
rhe Textila Products Standards Committee, under whose
diraction this Bntish Standard was praparad. consists of
represantatives from the folinwing:

Assaciation of Juts Spwnnars and Manufacturers

Blanket Manufacturers’ Assaciation
*British Carpet Manutacturars’ Associstion
*British Man-made Fibras Fadaranon

British Railways Board

British Textile Employar’ Association
*Consumaer Standards Advisory Committee of BS!

Congumers’ Association

*Dapartment of the Environmeant (PSA)
Dapartment of Haalth and Social Secunty
*Nrpartinant of Industry {Chamicals and Taxtilas)
Firenitins Vb aoud Alliadd Trades Umon
Institute of Purchasing and Supply
Made-up Textile Associatinn
Mait Order Traders Association ot Lireat Brtain

Ministry of Defence

*Nauaonal Association of Ratall Furmishers
" Nationai Bedding Fadaration

Amendments issued since publication

o el
Taxtila Institute L 'T: ’ i 1.;,? 2

*Taxtile Resaarch Council -—-—____“_j? i
Warp Knitters' Assaciation Lid. -

Tha organizations marked with an asterisk in the above list,
togathar with the following, wars diractly rapresented on the
Tachmcal Commities entrustad with the preparation of this
Bntish Standard:

British Textile Rentat Association

Contract Flooring Association . _

Deparimant of the Environment (Fire Research Station)
Fibre Bonded Carpet Manufacturers’ Association
Greatér London Council . .- .
Home Office .

Institse of Trading Standards Administration
Intarnationat Wool Sacretariat

Nauonal Institute of Carpet Fittars .
Pownr Loom Carpet Weavers' and Textita Workers’ Union
Ruyal insntute of British Architects

Souiety of Industnial Artisia and Dasigners

Wholesale Floar Covering Distributors’ Association
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