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Foreword

This British Standard was based on proposals made by the Local Authorities
Standards Advisory Committee which were developed in collaboration with the
British Brush Manufacturers’ Association. In the revision account has been taken
of a wider range of requirements, e.g. those of the Armed Forces of the Crown and
other Government purchasing departments.

The committee responsible for the standard appreciates that it does not provide
a complete range of water-colour brushes, nor brushes for the fully professional
artist, those covered being intended for general use mainly in schools, and for
general lettering and lining out where a full artists’ brush is not needed. The aim
has been to give specifications which will assist supplies officers in ordering
well-defined types of brushes and will give manufacturers the opportunity of
concentrating their production on recognized items to satisfy these demands.

A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages 1 and ii,
pages 1 to 13 and a back cover.

This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had

amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on the
inside front cover.

ii
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1 Scope

This British Standard specifies requirements for the following types of brushes as purchased by local
authorities and others mainly for use by students, or where a more specialized artists’ brush is
unnecessary:

Lining brushes, mops, pencils, retouching brushes, fitches and writing brushes, lacquer brushes.

Approximate outlines are given for the various types and sizes but these do not indicate exact
dimensions.

2 Manufacture

2.1 Brushes shall be manufactured in accordance with the particulars given in the tables.

2.2 The brush head shall be securely cemented into the ferrule and shall be free from loose hairs or bristle.
The shape of the brush head shall be symmetrical.

The heads on round pencil brushes shall give a point when moistened.
2.3 Ferrules shall be attached to the handle by cementing and knurling or clinching or pinning.
Ferrules shall be of one of the types and materials listed in the appropriate table.

2.4 The handle shall have a smooth surface, finished plain, or rumbled and waxed, or matt finish polished,
or bright finish polished. The uncovered end shall be blunt. The finish shall be non-toxic.

3 Identification marking
3.1 The handle of the finished brush shall be impressed in legible characters, to give the following
particulars:
1) The size designation in accordance with the tables.
2) The supplier’s and/or manufacturer’s name or identification mark.
If required by the purchaser, the BS number may be added.

3.2 Brushes shall be identified by a statement of the number of the standard (BS 2808) in the contract of
sale, on the relevant invoice or on the packaged products.

4 Description of filling materials

4.1 Filling materials shall be described in accordance with accepted trade practice by the name of the
animal from which the hairs are obtained, subject to 4.2.

4.2 For the purposes of this British Standard the term “ sable” shall be deemed to include the hair of the
kolinsky and weasel.

4.3 Where more than one type of hair is present in the filling, the description shall name all of them in the
order of their preponderance by weight.

4.4 For the purposes of this British Standard the term “ox hair” shall be deemed to mean brown ox.

5 Tolerances

5.1 The tolerances on dimensions shall be as follows:
Internal diameter of ferrules:

sizes 007 inclusive +5 %

sizes 8 upwards + 2% %

The values for length of hair out of ferrule + 1 mm.

© BSI 01-2000 1
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Table 1 — Soft hair filled brushes (pencils)
with round section ferrules

Minimum internal Minimum length of
Size No. diameter at hair out of ferrule
mouth of ferrule Sable Squirrel
mm mm mm
00 1.1 5.5
0 1.3 7.0
1 1.6 9.0 9.5
2 1.9 10.0 11.0
3 2.2 12.0 12.5
4 2.6 13.5 15.0
5 3.1 15.0 16.5
6 3.6 18.0 18.0
|| 7 4.2 21.5 20.0
8 4.9 23.0 22.0
9 5.6 24.5 24.5
10 6.3 26.0 26.0
11 7.1 27.5 30.0
| |12 7.8 29.0 31.0
Ferrules: For sables, aluminium, cupro-nickel,
nickel-plated brass.
For squirrel, aluminium, tinplate, lapped
and soldered.
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Soft hair brushes with round section ferrules
(continued overleaf)

NOTE These illustrations indicate the type of brush and the size range available. They are not intended as a means of checking
brush dimensions.
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Soft hair brushes with round section ferrules

NOTE These illustrations indicate the type of brush and the size range available. They are not intended as a means of checking
brush dimensions.
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Table 2 — Hog hair filberts

Size No. Length projecting Width
mm mm
2 16 4
4 19 8
8 22 10
8 31 14
10 33 18
12 38 23

Filling: White bristle.
Ferrule polished, tin soldered. Handle Whitewood.

Table 3 — Stencil brushes

Size No. Length projecting Width
mm mm

00 10 5

0 11 6.3

1 13 8

2 15 11

3 18 12.7

4 20 14

5 21 15

6 22 16

7 23 17

8 24 18

Filling: Hair, white or black bristle or goat hair.
Ferrule polished, tin soldered. Handle Whitewood.

© BSI 01-2000
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Round hog bristle fitches

NOTE These illustrations indicate the type of brush and the size range available. They are not intended as a means of checking
brush dimensions.
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Table 4 — Round hog bristle fitches for powder

and water-colour work

Minimum internal

Minimum length of

Size No. mo(ilit?lin(f;(f}zrﬁxle bristle out of ferrule
mm mm
4 2.6 14.0
6 3.6 18.0
8 4.9 22.0
10 6.3 24.0
12 7.8 25.5
14 9.4 28.5
16 11.0 30.0
18 14.0 38.0

Ferrules: aluminium, tinplate, nickel-plated, seamless.
Guide to overall length of brush: 300 mm.

NOTE Owing to the thickness of the hog bristle, intermediate sizes have been omitted from the series given in Table 4.

© BSI 01-2000
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Table 5 — Artists’ lining brushes

Size No. Description Length out d]i:g:tl:r
mm mm
0 Lark, small 63 1.3
1 Crow, small 63 1.6
2 Crow, large 63 1.9
4 Duck, large 63 2.6
6 Goose, middle 63 3.6
10 Swan, middle 70 6.3

Filling: oxhair.

Ferrule: seamless, nickel plated, cupro-nickel, plastics.

Table 6 — Artists’ mops

Artist’ mop

Overall width of

Overall length of the

Size No. filling at mouth of knot out of the ferrule
ferrule or quill or quill
mm mm
1 4.7 31.0
2 6.4 32.0
3 8.0 33.0
4 9.5 35.0
5 11.0 36.5
6 12.6 38.0
7 14.1 39.0
8 16.0 40.0

Filling: squirrel.

Binding: aluminium, tinplate, seamless, nickel-plated,

brass, cupro-nickel, quill

Finish: natural flag untrimmed

© BSI 01-2000
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Table 7 — Artists’ writing brushes

3

Artist’ writing brushes

Size No. Description Length out Diameter
mm mm
1 Brush, crow 19 1.6
3 Brush, duck 22 2.2
5 Brush, goose, small 32 3.1
6 Brush, goose 22 3.6
7 Brush, goose 35 4.2
Ta Brush, goose, large 29 4.2
9 Brush, sawn, small 32 5.6

Filing: Nos. 5 and 7 squirrel, all other sable.
Ferule: Nickel-plated brass, cupro-nickel or plastics.

NOTE The brushes listed in Table 7 are available with either chisel edge or pointed finish. The purchaser
should state which is required when ordering.

10
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Table 8 — Artists’ retouching brushes
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Artists’ retouching brushes

Size No. Length out Ferrule diameter
mm mm
00 10 1.1
0 11 1.3
1 13 1.6
2 14 1.9
3 16 2.2
4 17 2.6
5 18 3.1
6 19 3.6
7 21 4.2
8 22 4.9
9 24 5.6

Filling: sable.

Ferrule: aluminium, cupro-nickel, nickel-plated brass.
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Artists’ lacquer brushes

© BSI 01-2000
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Table 9 — Artists’ lacquer brushes

Length of

Size No. Length out ferrule Thickness Width
mm mm mm mm
) 21 32 3 13
1 25 32 3 25
2 32 48 3 50
3 32 48 3 75
4 38 48 3 100

Filling: squirrel.
Ferrule: tinplate.

© BSI 01-2000
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BSI
389 Chiswick High Road

London
W4 4AL

BSI — British Standards Institution

BSI is the independent national body responsible for preparing
British Standards. It presents the UK view on standards in Europe and at the
international level. It is incorporated by Royal Charter.

Revisions

British Standards are updated by amendment or revision. Users of
British Standards should make sure that they possess the latest amendments or
editions.

It 1s the constant aim of BSI to improve the quality of our products and services.
We would be grateful if anyone finding an inaccuracy or ambiguity while using
this British Standard would inform the Secretary of the technical committee
responsible, the identity of which can be found on the inside front cover.

Tel: 020 8996 9000. Fax: 020 8996 7400.

BSI offers members an individual updating service called PLUS which ensures
that subscribers automatically receive the latest editions of standards.

Buying standards

Orders for all BSI, international and foreign standards publications should be
addressed to Customer Services. Tel: 020 8996 9001. Fax: 020 8996 7001.

In response to orders for international standards, it 1s BSI policy to supply the
BSI implementation of those that have been published as British Standards,
unless otherwise requested.

Information on standards

BSI provides a wide range of information on national, European and
international standards through its Library and its Technical Help to Exporters
Service. Various BSI electronic information services are also available which give
details on all its products and services. Contact the Information Centre.

Tel: 020 8996 7111. Fax: 020 8996 7048.

Subscribing members of BSI are kept up to date with standards developments
and receive substantial discounts on the purchase price of standards. For details
of these and other benefits contact Membership Administration.

Tel: 020 8996 7002. Fax: 020 8996 7001.

Copyright

Copyright subsists in all BSI publications. BSI also holds the copyright, in the
UK, of the publications of the international standardization bodies. Except as
permitted under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 no extract may be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any
means — electronic, photocopying, recording or otherwise — without prior written
permission from BSI.

This does not preclude the free use, in the course of implementing the standard,
of necessary details such as symbols, and size, type or grade designations. If these
details are to be used for any other purpose than implementation then the prior
written permission of BSI must be obtained.

If permission is granted, the terms may include royalty payments or a licensing
agreement. Details and advice can be obtained from the Copyright Manager.
Tel: 020 8996 7070.




