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National foreword

This British Standard is the official English language version of EN 309:2005.
It supersedes BS EN 309:1992 which is withdrawn.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical Committee
B/541, Wood based panels, which has the responsibility to:

— aid enquirers to understand the text;

—  present to the responsible international/European committee any
enquiries on the interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep the
UK interests informed,;

— monitor related international and European developments and
promulgate them in the UK.

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on
request to its secretary.

Cross-references

The British Standards which implement international or European
publications referred to in this document may be found in the BSI Catalogue
under the section entitled “International Standards Correspondence Index”,
or by using the “Search” facility of the BSI Electronic Catalogue or of

British Standards Online.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a
contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, the EN title page,
pages 2 to 6, an inside back cover and a back cover.

The BSI copyright notice displayed in this document indicates when the
document was last issued.
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Foreword

This document (EN 309:2005) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 112 “Wood-based
panels”, the secretariat of which is held by DIN.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical
text or by endorsement, at the latest by July 2005, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at the
latest by July 2005.

This document supersedes EN 309:1992.
The following modifications have been made:
a) Oriented Strand Boards (OSB) and waferboards are not covered any more.

b) The classification according to the use has been adapted to the panel types according to EN 312 and
EN 13986.

c) Boards with improved resistance to biological attack, fire retardant boards and sound absorbing boards
are not explicitly mentioned any more.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Czech Republic,
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania,
Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland
and United Kingdom.
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1 Scope

This document gives a definition and a classification for particleboards.

2 Terms and definitions
For the purposes of this document, the following term and definition applies.

particleboard

panel material manufactured under pressure and heat from particles of wood (wood flakes, chips, shavings,
sawdust and similar) and/or other lignocellulosic material in particle form (flax shives, hemp shives, bagasse
fragments, straw and similar), with the addition of a polymeric adhesive

NOTE Particleboards with mineral binders are dealt with in other documents.

3 Classification

3.1 General

Particleboards can be classified according to different criteria and it is impossible to give an absolute
classification here. However, for this document, particleboards are classified as follows:

3.2 According to the manufacturing process
— flat pressed
— drum pressed
— extruded
a) solid
b) with tubes
3.3 According to the state of surface
— as pressed (unsanded)
— sanded or planed
— coated (liquid coating, e.g. paint)

— surfaced under pressure with a solid material (e.g. veneer, impregnated decorative paper, decorative
laminated sheet, foil)

3.4 According to the shape
— flat
— with profiled surface

— with profiled edge
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3.5 According to the size and shape of particles
e.g.
— chipboard

— panels with other particles, e.g. shives (flaxboard)

3.6 According to the board's structure
— single-layer boards

— multi-layer boards

— boards with graduated structure

— extruded boards with tubes (see 3.2.)

3.7 According to the use

— general purpose boards for use in dry conditions

— boards for interior fitments (including furniture) for use in dry conditions
— non load-bearing boards for use in humid conditions

— load-bearing boards for use in dry conditions

— load-bearing boards for use in humid condition

— heavy duty load-bearing boards for use in dry conditions

— heavy duty load-bearing boards for use in humid conditions
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BSI is the independent national body responsible for preparing
British Standards. It presents the UK view on standards in Europe and at the
international level. It is incorporated by Royal Charter.

Revisions

British Standards are updated by amendment or revision. Users of
British Standards should make sure that they possess the latest amendments or
editions.

It is the constant aim of BSI to improve the quality of our products and services.
We would be grateful if anyone finding an inaccuracy or ambiguity while using
this British Standard would inform the Secretary of the technical committee
responsible, the identity of which can be found on the inside front cover.

Tel: +44 (0)20 8996 9000. Fax: +44 (0)20 8996 7400.

BSI offers members an individual updating service called PLUS which ensures
that subscribers automatically receive the latest editions of standards.

Buying standards

Orders for all BSI, international and foreign standards publications should be
addressed to Customer Services. Tel: +44 (0)20 8996 9001.

Fax: +44 (0)20 8996 7001. Email: orders@bsi-global.com. Standards are also
available from the BSI website at http://www.bsi-global.com.

In response to orders for international standards, it is BSI policy to supply the
BSI implementation of those that have been published as British Standards,
unless otherwise requested.

Information on standards

BSI provides a wide range of information on national, European and
international standards through its Library and its Technical Help to Exporters
Service. Various BSI electronic information services are also available which give
details on all its products and services. Contact the Information Centre.

Tel: +44 (0)20 8996 7111. Fax: +44 (0)20 8996 7048. Email: info@bsi-global.com.

Subscribing members of BSI are kept up to date with standards developments
and receive substantial discounts on the purchase price of standards. For details
of these and other benefits contact Membership Administration.

Tel: +44 (0)20 8996 7002. Fax: +44 (0)20 8996 7001.

Email: membership@bsi-global.com.

Information regarding online access to British Standards via British Standards
Online can be found at http://www.bsi-global.com/bsonline.

Further information about BSI is available on the BSI website at
http://www.bsi-global.com.
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permitted under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 no extract may be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any
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permission from BSI.
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