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European foreword 

The text of ISO 9202:2014 has been prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 174 “Jewellery” of the 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and has been taken over as EN ISO 9202:2016. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an 
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by April 2017, and conflicting national standards shall be 
withdrawn at the latest by April 2017. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent 
rights. 

This document supersedes EN 29202:1992. 

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the 
following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, 
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, 
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Turkey and the United Kingdom. 

Endorsement notice 

The text of ISO 9202:2014 has been approved by CEN as EN ISO 9202:2016 without any modification. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.3403/00292641
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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards 
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out 
through ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical 
committee has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International 
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. 
ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of 
electrotechnical standardization.

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are 
described in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1.  In particular the different approval criteria needed for the 
different types of ISO documents should be noted.  This document was drafted in accordance with the 
editorial rules of the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (see www.iso.org/directives).  

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.  Details of 
any patent rights identified during the development of the document will be in the Introduction and/or 
on the ISO list of patent declarations received (see www.iso.org/patents). 

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does not 
constitute an endorsement.

For an explanation on the meaning of ISO specific terms and expressions related to conformity 
assessment, as well as information about ISO’s adherence to the WTO principles in the Technical Barriers 
to Trade (TBT) see the following URL:  Foreword - Supplementary information

The committee responsible for this document is ISO/TC 174, Jewellery.

This second edition cancels and replaces the first edition (ISO 9202:1991), which has been technically revised.

The major technical changes are the following:

a) inclusion of a recommended method in Table 1;

b) deletion of carat in Table 1;

c) addition of finesses in Table 1;

d) International Standard was editorially revised.

 

iv © ISO 2014 – All rights reserved
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Introduction

The following definitions apply in understanding how to implement an ISO International Standard and 
other normative ISO deliverables (TS, PAS, IWA).

— “shall” indicates a requirement;

— “should” indicates a recommendation;

— “may” is used to indicate that something is permitted;

— “can” is used to indicate that something is possible, for example, that an organization or individual 
is able to do something.

ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (sixth edition, 2011), 3.3.1 defines a requirement as an “expression in the 
content of a document conveying criteria to be fulfilled if compliance with the document is to be claimed 
and from which no deviation is permitted.”

ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (sixth edition, 2011), 3.3.2 defines a recommendation as an “expression in the 
content of a document conveying that among several possibilities one is recommended as particularly 
suitable, without mentioning or excluding others, or that a certain course of action is preferred but not 
necessarily required, or that (in the negative form) a certain possibility or course of action is deprecated 
but not prohibited.”
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Jewellery — Fineness of precious metal alloys

1 Scope

This International Standard specifies a range of fineness of precious metal alloys (excluding solders) 
recommended for use in the field of jewellery.

National legal requirements for the designation, marking, and stamping of finished articles in the 
respective countries have to be taken into account.

2 Normative references

The following documents, in whole or in part, are normatively referenced in this document and are 
indispensable for its application. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated 
references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies.

ISO 11210, Jewellery — Determination of platinum in platinum jewellery alloys — Gravimetric method after 
precipitation of diammonium hexachloroplatinate

ISO 11426, Jewellery — Determination of gold in gold jewellery alloys — Cupellation method (fire assay)

ISO 11427, Jewellery — Determination of silver in silver jewellery alloys — Volumetric (potentiometric) 
method using potassium bromide

ISO 11490, Jewellery — Determination of palladium in palladium jewellery alloys — Gravimetric 
determination with dimethylglyoxime

ISO 11494, Jewellery — Determination of platinum in platinum jewellery alloys — ICP OES method using 
yttrium as internal standard element

ISO 11495, Jewellery — Determination of palladium in palladium jewellery alloys — ICP OES method using 
yttrium as internal standard element

ISO 13756, Determination of silver in silver jewellery alloys — Volumetric (potentiometric) method using 
sodium chloride or potassium chloride

ISO 15093, Jewellery — Determination of precious metals in 999 ‰ gold, platinum and palladium jewellery 
alloys — Difference method using ICP-OES

ISO 15096, Jewellery — Determination of silver in 999 ‰ silver jewellery alloys — Difference method 
using ICP-OES

3	 Terms	and	definitions

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply.

3.1
fineness
minimum content of the named precious metal, measured in terms of parts per thousand (‰) by 
weight of alloy

4	 Analytical	methods	for	determining	fineness

For determining the fineness of precious metal alloys, one of the following test methods shall be used: 
ISO 11210, ISO 11426, ISO 11427, ISO 11490, ISO 11494, ISO 11495, ISO 13756, ISO 15093, or ISO 15096.

INTERNATIONAL STANDARD ISO 9202:2014(E)
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The recommended methods are listed in Table 1.

5	 Range	of	fineness

Table 1 — Fineness of precious metal alloys

Precious metal Finenessa 
min. Recommended method

Gold

333b

375
417
585
750
916
990

ISO 11426

999 ISO 11426 or ISO 15093

Platinum

500
600
850
900
950
990

ISO 11210
ISO 11494

999 ISO 15093

Palladium

500
950
990

ISO 11490
ISO 11495

999 ISO 15093

Silver

800
925
958
990

ISO 11427
ISO 13756

999 ISO 15096
a The fineness is stated as minimum value. No minus tolerance is allowed.
b Values are given in parts per thousand (‰).
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BSI is the national body responsible for preparing British Standards and other 
standards-related publications, information and services.

BSI is incorporated by Royal Charter. British Standards and other standardization 
products are published by BSI Standards Limited.

British Standards Institution (BSI)

About us
We bring together business, industry, government, consumers, innovators 
and others to shape their combined experience and expertise into standards 
-based solutions.

The knowledge embodied in our standards has been carefully assembled in 
a dependable format and refined through our open consultation process. 
Organizations of all sizes and across all sectors choose standards to help 
them achieve their goals.

Information on standards
We can provide you with the knowledge that your organization needs 
to succeed. Find out more about British Standards by visiting our website at 
bsigroup.com/standards or contacting our Customer Services team or 
Knowledge Centre.

Buying standards
You can buy and download PDF versions of BSI publications, including British 
and adopted European and international standards, through our website at 
bsigroup.com/shop, where hard copies can also be purchased. 

If you need international and foreign standards from other Standards Development 
Organizations, hard copies can be ordered from our Customer Services team.

Copyright in BSI publications
All the content in BSI publications, including British Standards, is the property 
of and copyrighted by BSI or some person or entity that owns copyright in the 
information used (such as the international standardization bodies) and has 
formally licensed such information to BSI for commercial publication and use.

Save for the provisions below, you may not transfer, share or disseminate any 
portion of the standard to any other person. You may not adapt, distribute, 
commercially exploit, or publicly display the standard or any portion thereof in any 
manner whatsoever without BSI’s prior written consent.

Storing and using standards
Standards purchased in soft copy format:

•  A British Standard purchased in soft copy format is licensed to a sole named 
user for personal or internal company use only.

•  The standard may be stored on more than 1 device provided that it is accessible 
by the sole named user only and that only 1 copy is accessed at any one time.

•  A single paper copy may be printed for personal or internal company use only.

Standards purchased in hard copy format:

•  A British Standard purchased in hard copy format is for personal or internal 
company use only.

•  It may not be further reproduced – in any format – to create an additional copy. 
This includes scanning of the document.

If you need more than 1 copy of the document, or if you wish to share the 
document on an internal network, you can save money by choosing a subscription 
product (see ‘Subscriptions’).

Reproducing extracts
For permission to reproduce content from BSI publications contact the BSI 
Copyright & Licensing team.

Subscriptions
Our range of subscription services are designed to make using standards 
easier for you. For further information on our subscription products go to 
bsigroup.com/subscriptions.

With British Standards Online (BSOL) you’ll have instant access to over 55,000 
British and adopted European and international standards from your desktop. 
It’s available 24/7 and is refreshed daily so you’ll always be up to date. 

You can keep in touch with standards developments and receive substantial 
discounts on the purchase price of standards, both in single copy and subscription 
format, by becoming a BSI Subscribing Member. 

PLUS is an updating service exclusive to BSI Subscribing Members. You will 
automatically receive the latest hard copy of your standards when they’re 
revised or replaced. 

To find out more about becoming a BSI Subscribing Member and the benefits 
of membership, please visit bsigroup.com/shop.

With a Multi-User Network Licence (MUNL) you are able to host standards 
publications on your intranet. Licences can cover as few or as many users as you 
wish. With updates supplied as soon as they’re available, you can be sure your 
documentation is current. For further information, email subscriptions@bsigroup.com.

Revisions
Our British Standards and other publications are updated by amendment or revision. 

We continually improve the quality of our products and services to benefit your 
business. If you find an inaccuracy or ambiguity within a British Standard or other 
BSI publication please inform the Knowledge Centre.

Useful Contacts
Customer Services
Tel: +44 345 086 9001
Email (orders): orders@bsigroup.com
Email (enquiries): cservices@bsigroup.com

Subscriptions
Tel: +44 345 086 9001
Email: subscriptions@bsigroup.com

Knowledge Centre
Tel: +44 20 8996 7004
Email: knowledgecentre@bsigroup.com

Copyright & Licensing
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Email: copyright@bsigroup.com
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