
Designation: F2441 − 12 An American National Standard

Standard Practice for
Labeling of Backpacking and Mountaineering Tents and
Bivouac Sacks1

This standard is issued under the fixed designation F2441; the number immediately following the designation indicates the year of
original adoption or, in the case of revision, the year of last revision. A number in parentheses indicates the year of last reapproval. A
superscript epsilon (´) indicates an editorial change since the last revision or reapproval.

1. Scope

1.1 This practice establishes requirements for the informa-
tion that shall be permanently affixed to backpacking and
mountaineering tents and bivouac sacks.

2. Referenced Documents

2.1 ANSI Standard:2

ANSI Z535.4 Product Safety Signs and Labels
2.2 CPIA Standard:3

CPIA–84 Specification for Flame-Resistant Materials Used
in Camping Tentage

3. Terminology

3.1 Definitions:
3.1.1 backpacking and mountaineering tent, n—portable

shelter made primarily of fabric weighing less than 3 oz/yd2,
designed to be carried by the occupants while backpacking or
mountaineering.

3.1.2 bivouac sack, n—lightweight waterproof bag that
covers one or more sleeping bags.

3.1.3 bivy sack, n—also known as bivouac sack.

4. Significance and Use

4.1 These warnings are intended as preventive measures
against most reported hazards. This practice may not apply to
all tents or bivouac sacks, and should be modified appropri-
ately.

5. Procedure

5.1 The recommended labels are shown in the figures below.
The size of the tent label is not defined, but should be readable
in accordance with ANSI Z535.4 and based on the size of the
tent.

5.2 The tent label is not intended to replace the label
required by CPIA-84.

6. Tent Label

6.1 The caution sign and warning label are printed on an
orange background 6 in. wide by 1 in. high, with the rest of the
wording on a white background. It is recommended that the
label be sewn into the tent close to an entrance where the user
will easily see it. See Fig. 1.

7. Bivouac Sack Label

7.1 The recommended size of the bivy warning label is 2 in.
wide by 4 in. long. The caution sign and “warning” are printed
on an orange background 2 in. wide by 1 in. wide, with the rest
of the wording on a white background. It is recommended that
the label be sewn onto the bivy, on or close to a zipper where
it will be easily seen by a user. See Fig. 2.

8. Keywords

8.1 backpacking; bivouac sack; bivy sack; hazards; label;
mountaineering; tent

1 This practice is under the jurisdiction of ASTM Committee F08 on Sports
Equipment and Facilities and is the direct responsibility of Subcommittee F08.22 on
Camping Softgoods.
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FIG. 1 Tent Label
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APPENDIX

X1. RATIONALE

X1.1 These labels are based on reports from users, and
include the most commonly reported hazards. The labels were
developed with the cooperation of several manufacturers. The

language was intentionally kept simple, and the icons are
intended to be universally recognizable.

ASTM International takes no position respecting the validity of any patent rights asserted in connection with any item mentioned
in this standard. Users of this standard are expressly advised that determination of the validity of any such patent rights, and the risk
of infringement of such rights, are entirely their own responsibility.

This standard is subject to revision at any time by the responsible technical committee and must be reviewed every five years and
if not revised, either reapproved or withdrawn. Your comments are invited either for revision of this standard or for additional standards
and should be addressed to ASTM International Headquarters. Your comments will receive careful consideration at a meeting of the
responsible technical committee, which you may attend. If you feel that your comments have not received a fair hearing you should
make your views known to the ASTM Committee on Standards, at the address shown below.

This standard is copyrighted by ASTM International, 100 Barr Harbor Drive, PO Box C700, West Conshohocken, PA 19428-2959,
United States. Individual reprints (single or multiple copies) of this standard may be obtained by contacting ASTM at the above
address or at 610-832-9585 (phone), 610-832-9555 (fax), or service@astm.org (e-mail); or through the ASTM website
(www.astm.org). Permission rights to photocopy the standard may also be secured from the Copyright Clearance Center, 222
Rosewood Drive, Danvers, MA 01923, Tel: (978) 646-2600; http://www.copyright.com/

FIG. 2 Bivouac Sack Label
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